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At Last the Canal.

The Panama Canal has been nebulous
and whoily confusing of aspect, Tt has
been like a. star seen through a great
unfocused telescope. But the lenses
have steadily beeri compelled to adjust-
ment and at last the object is seen with
fine lucidity and unimpeachable defini-
tion,

The Isthmus has been a definite propo-
Its dimensions were completely
apprehended. Its physical difficulties
were only too well known. But how a
navigable waterway across it should be
hest contrived was a problem on which
there was no sort of agreement, either
as to the kind of canal that should be
built, the cost of that canal, or the time
which would necessarily elapse before
it could be opened to navigation.

All this doubt and confusion has now
passed away, and it is possible to see
just what sort of a canal it is to be, what
it will cost, when it will be ready for the
first American ship to float the Stars
and Stripes through it from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and to what ultimate con-
dition and capacity the new waterway
will attain.

In considering this early wonder of
the century it is impossible to put apart
from it the masterful and all-compelling
genius which is now, and always will be
hereafter, associated with its achieve-
ment. President ROOSEVELT'S unerring
instinet for that thing which is capable
of practicable realization, for that thing
which will most readily appeal to the
imagination of the nation, for that thing
which will suffuse the present rather than
occupy the future—that is what has
made the Panama Canal the immediate
and absorbing actuality that it is to-day.
Without President ROOSEVELT no Re-
public of Panama and no canal any-
where! Without President ROOSEVELT
no determining what kind of a canal to
build and no beginning of it if it were
determined. Only his energy and im-
petuous domination of men and things
could bring the telescope to a focus.

The general purpose inculcated by
President RooSEVELT for the guidance
of the distinguished body of scientific
men who are now on their way to the
Isthmus was as clear and explicit as
could be. The Russian Emperor de-
sired to have a railroad built, and with
a ruler he drew a line on the map from
St. Petersburg to Moscow, and said:
“Build that!” That was explicit, but
not clear. '"What President ROOSEVELT
said was simply that a canal must be
built across the Isthmus, conformably
to the best indications of science and
practical expediency. What these indi-
cations are we may now see in the clear
light and logic of the deliberations of the
commissioners whom President Roosg-
VELT called together to give shape and
consistency to the final plan of the
Panama Canal,

sition,

(1 "We shall have a canal of a capacity
of 50,000,000 of tons a year, ready for
operation in not less than four years
and in not more than five years,

(2) It will be a canal with locks, but
the locks will be built in such a way that
they can be gradually removed and the
canal lowered to sea level without inter-
fering with its navigation.

3y This change to a sea level canal
can be accomplished in twenty years,
which is the same time that would be
required to inaugurate navigation in a
rea level canal if its construction were
decided now.

4) The present tonnage which the
canal would attract is about six mil-
lions of tons a year, as computed by
statisticians, with an increase yearly in
a ratio not now determinable, But the
canal would be lowered to sea level long
before the tonnage could approach the
canal's limit of capacity.

3) When twenty years shall have
elapsed and the canal is lowered to the
&ea level, its capacity will be of no prac-
tical limitation. That is, it will present
the aspect of the Straits of Panama,
relatively the equivalent of the Bos-
porus or of the Straits of Magellan or
even now of the Straits of Gibraltar, It
will have in the beginning a width
three times greater than was heretofore
thought of. It will have 600 feet at the
water level, instead of 220 feet. It will
have wo tidal locks that may be crippled
by an accident., It will have 45 feet
dopx){ at the lowest tide, instead of a
constant depth of 34 feet only.

But the most extraordinary thing
about the project that is comprised in
these five statements is that this water-
way, no longer admitting of the re-
strictions of the term “canal"—this water-
way which will require an excavation of
£00,000,000 cubic yards, instead of 200,-

O(K»,tmo--.will, have been constructed for-.

the same amount of money that it would
require to build the narrow tide-locked
canal of limited capacity which has
heretofore been advocated by the most
capable and intelligent engineers who
have advised the sea level canal to the
exclusion of everything else.

The South Misrepresented,

If the City Council of the Alabama
town of Montgomery or of any other
town should refuse to appropriate money
to defray the expenses of entertaining the
President when he visits the place, on
the ground that in principle publio
money ought not to be spent for such a
purpose, the refusal to make the appro-
priation would be respectable. But
when the refusal is based on mere ob-
jection to the personality of the Presi-
dent it is not merely discourteous, but
unpatriotic.

Moreover, it is all the more discredit-
able when, as in the case of Montgomery,

the Council had invited the President to.

visit their town,

The President of the United States
holds an office which of itself deserves
and should receive the honor of the
whole American people. He may have
been elected to that office, as was Mr.
ROOSEVELT, in the face of a strong oppo-
sition, at the South more especially,
and he may hold opinions and govern
his conduot in ways which do not com-
mend themselves to the whole American
electorate. No President, from WAsH-
INGTON to ROOSEVELT, has ever been
without poljtical and personal enemies.
He never has been in agreement with
every citizen.

All the same, as the President of the
United States he represents the dignity
and the power and the glory of the
American republic, and receives from
every decent citizen accordingly high
consideration and due honor.

We do not need to enforce these sen-
timents on the great mass of the peo-
ple of the Southern States. They are a
courteous people and proud of their cour-
tesy. They are punctilious in their re-
gard for the social conventions of civility.
But now and then an ugly feeling which
defies the restraints of decency crops
out at the South, as it has now done at
Montgomery.

It is a lamentable manifestation, in-
congruous with the civilization on which
the South prides itself. It is unfor-
tunate, also in even a practical sense.

The notion that the spirit which such an |

episode reveals prevails in those States
would be injurious to them and their
now great and prosperous enterprises.
If the impression should be obtained
from the miserably parochial spirit
manifested by the Montgomery Council
that the South has no respect to show
and no honor to give to a President
unless he shares all its prejudices, the
South would lose the consideration to
which it is entitled from other parts of
the Union and from the outside world.
It would be regarded as petty, petulant
and childish.

This impression, so far as it has been
produced by the episode in the Mont-
gomery Council, will be dissipated efféct-
ually by the large, generous and patriotic
gpirit which will be displayed by the
Southern people toward Mr. ROOSEVELT
when he makes his visit to them; but it is
unfortunate that their general senti-
ment has been misrepresented by indi-
viduals in that particular body. The
worst misfortune from which the South
now suffers is that men who are not
true exponents of its enlightenment
and its social cultivation are so fre-
quently in public places. It is a great
region, in many respects the most fav-
ored and prosperous in the world, and
its high civilization and astonishing pres-
ent material progress ought to have
fitter official representation,

This we say in the unquestioning con-
fidence that the whole of the enlightened
South will agree with us.

China’s Obhjections to the Ports-
mouth Treaty.
It will be remembered that before

the conclusion of the peace of Ports-
mouth the Pekin Government notified
the belligerents and the other Powers
interested in the Far East that unless it
were permitted to take part in the con-
ference it would not hold itself hound
by the agreement reached so far as it
might affect Chinese territory, For
obvious reasons China's participation in
the negotiations was deemed inadmis-
sible by both Russia and Japan, but both
of those Powers must have recognized
their incompetence in international law
to formulate terms obligatory ‘ipon
outsiders and must have reserved for
subsequent diplomatic discussion the
procurement, of China's assent to cer-
tain conditions,

The provisions of the Portsmouth
treaty in which China is directly con-
cerned are four: first, the stipulation
that Japan shall acquire that part of

the Manchurian railway which runs
southward from a point twenty-five
miles south of Harbin and that the

section north of that point shall be re-
tained by Russia; secondly, the transfer
to Japan of that part of the Liaotung
peninsula which was leased for twenty-
five years by China to Russia; thirdly,
the agreement that Russia and Japan
shall be at liberty to keep in Manchuria
for the purpose of guarding their re-
gpective sections of the railway fifteen
soldiers per kilometer, an arrangement
which, for the two Powers taken to-
gether, would give an aggregate of
15,000 roldiers; lastly, the agreement
that the belligerents should have eight-
een months in which to withdraw their
armies from Manchurian soil,

To Russia's retention of the northern
section of the Manchurian railway
China does not object; nor can she do
8o 80 long as Russia conforms to the
conditions of the franchise anthoriging
that Power to construct and opcrate
the line. A8 regards the southern sec-
tion of the line, it is open to argument
whether a railway franchise granted
to one foreign Power is assignable to
another: circumstances might be im-
agined ander which such an assignment
would be viewed with intense disap-
provalat Pekin,  Suppose, for axample,

Germany: had been the assignes! I'o

Japan's acquirement of the southern
section of the Manchurian line, however,
China does not object, and, should she
desire to take it over, would doubtless
concede that in equity the Japanese had
a claim to be reimbursed to at least the
extent of the actual value of the rail-
way. What is true of a railway fran-
chise in Manchuria is true a fortiori of
the twenty-five year lease of Port Arthur
and Dalny. It is certain that when the
lease was granted to Russia the Pekin
Government never contemplated its
assignment to another Power, and least
of all to Japan, which had recently been
compelled by the Franco-Russo-German
ultimatum to retrocede it to China.
Nevertheless, in the case of this lease
the Pekin Government seems disposed
to recognize accomplished facts, and
should she want to recover Port Arthur,
which it is well known commands the
entrance to the Gulf of Pechill, will
doubtless be willing to pay for it.

Against two of the four conditions
above named, on the other hand, China
has formally protested. No military
expert will dispute the Pekin Govern-~
ment's assertion that nine months would
afford ample time for the withdrawal
of both the Russian and Japanese armies
from Manchurian soil, inasmuch as the
military authorities on both sides have
railways and plenty of rolling stock at
their digposal. Given the distanoe, the
number of soldiers, the condition of the
track, the number of locomdtives, to-
gether with the number and capaocity
of the cars, the time required to move
an army beyond the Manchurian fron-
tier {s a matter of arithmetical calcu-
lation. Even admitting that the total
number of the Russian and Japanese
troops in Manchuria is not far from a
million men, we must recognize that
with the existing railway accommoda-
tions they could be withdrawn in nine
or even in gix months, China, there-
fore, as a neutral that has already suf-
fered serious losses through the pro-
longed occupation of her soil has a
right to demand that evacuation shall
be effected within a term considerably
shorter than eighteen months.

No less inexpedient from China's
point of view must seem the arrange-
ment by which Russia and Japan are
between them to keep in Manchuria as
railway guards no fewer than 15000
soldiers. No self-respecting country
would tolerate a state of things certain
to cause incessant friction and collision
with its own local authorities. The
Pekin Government declares itself en-
tirely qualified to proteot the enjoyment
of the railway franchigses which it has
granted in Manchuria and claims that
there will be time enough to talk about
importing foreign guards when she shall
have failed to discharge her duties.
Even then she would have a right to be
heard as to the number of guards
needed.

We have no doubt that Japan will
meet China's protests in a conciliatory
mood, and in that event we do not see
how Russia can venture to show herself
recalcitrant.

The Real Cltizens’ and Fusion Cane
didate.

The inability of the Citizens' Union
to agree upon a fusion ticket i8 by no
means entirely or mostly due to the
fact that the proposed fusees such as
ODELL and some of the municipal own-
ership statesthen have personal, selfish
ends in wiew.

Mr. CurTING has done the best he
could, but he has been handicapped by
the notorious desire and purpose of
members of the Citjzens' Union and
those other independent citizens to
whom ordinarily a fusion movement
appeals and from whom it gets its
strength,

These members and these citizens want
good municipal government. Mayor
McCLELLAN has given it to them. They
are satisfied.

Moreover, a large number of Repub-
licans who are willing to separate na-
tional from local issues and have no
blind attachment to an organization
exploited for commercial purposes, and
no fondness for a Newburgh directed
government of New York city, are satis-
fied with Mayor MCCLELLAN,

So Mayor McCLELLAN will be the real
citizens' candidate, a real fusion candi-
date, for his administration is approved
and will be supported at the polls by
(itizens' Union men, independents and
anti-graft Republicans, as well as by
Tammany and other brands of Demo-
crats,

Senator Morgan's Piedge,

The Hon. JoOHN T. MORGAN of Alabama,
stout champion of the Nicaraguan
canal route, opponent of the Hay-Varilla
treaty, still doubts the practicability of
the Panama cut. He believes in Nicara-
gua yet, but that will not preveat him
from aiding, with vote and influence,
the great project for a Panama canal.
In a letter to Chalrman SHONTS of the
(‘fanal Commission Mr. MORGAN makes
this pledge, clear and specific;

“You may find the Key to unlock the barriers
that Nawire has Interposed at Panama. 1f you
should be so fortunate, 1 will applaud your genlus
and courage, 1 will vote to provide you with every
reasonable authority and power to accomplish
your task and to meet your tremendous respon-
sibility "

The dream of a Nicaraguan canal dies
hard in the mind of the senior United
States Senator from Alabama. But Mr.
MoraaN, for the sake of that dream,
will not attempt to black the progress
of a great national enterprise.

In Lafollettla,

The long indignation, labor, energy
and pugnacity of the Hon. RoBERT
MArION LA FOLLETTE have been re-
warded and crowned at last. Wisconsin
has a railroad rate regulation law that
breathes the sentiments of the great
Wisconsin railroad tamer; and how does
she like it?

Free transportation was stopped ab-
solutely. According to despatches from
the seat of railroad war, immigration into
the State has stopped, too. The railroads
have been in the habit of giving free
passes to land agents engaged in steer-
ing settlers to the vacant lands in north-
ern Wisconsin, The ‘agents have quit

the buainess. The settlers go to other
States.

Harvest hands used to ride on Wis-
consin railroads at reduced rates. They
are forbhidden to do it now. In prosper-
ous crop years there is always compe-
tition among States for farm hands.
The Badger agriculturist must get in his
own crops and draft his women folks,

No more excursion trains in Wiscon-
8in. No “stop-overs” permitted,

Finally, the work of tampering with
freight rates under the new law, its most
serious and dangerous part, seems not
to have begun yet. When the making
of freight rates by politicians does be-
gin what will its effect upon business
be? Wisconsin business men and manu-
facturers wait in fear and trembling,
expecting the worst, Iowa, the home
of Grangerism, the regulator of rail-
roads, has her lesson in census figures
that show her going backward, not for-
ward, Is Wisconsin on the same road?

The Miners in the Coal Fields,

To tre Epiror or THE SuN—S8ir: Your
editorial “The Menace in the Coal Fields"
hita the nail on the head.

The writer was born and raised in the coal
flelds and knows miners and operators. The
miners are better pald and better off than
the same class of laboring people in the cities.
A large percentage of the ‘miners own real
estate and llve well. The majority of them
work from six to seven hours a day, eo that
their demand for an elght hour day is all
nonsense.

In regard to recognition of the union, John
Mitchell is doing it for his own glory. He
has been making spesches through the coal
fleld, asking the miners to pay dues and to
Increase the membership. I have been told
by miners that they did not want to join the
union but were afraid to stay out.

The operators do not care if a strike comes
because it always ralses the price of coal,
and coal never goes down to the same level.
The public pays for theglory of John Mitchell.
The writer ia not connected in any way,
shape or manner with the coal Interest.

SCRANTON, Pa., SBept. 28. ANTHRACITE,

Mr. Witte’s False Statements.

To THE EpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Has not
the time come for the American people to
“read the riot act” to Mr. Witte because of
his false statements and vainglorious boast-
Ings? What right had he to say, as he did
this morning at the railway station in St.
Petersburg: “I performed my duty well be-
cause all classes of American gociety, from
President Roosevelt down, were in sympathy
with my and your cause.”

Never before waa a falser statement made.
80,also, was false his further statement the
other day that he secured peace because of
his success in working the American press.

President Roosevelt should officlally pro-
test to the Ruesian Government against Mr.
Witte's lie in stating, by words and infer-
ence, that he—the President—was more in
sympathy with Russla than with Japan.
Such was not the case. The President was
eminently fair to both. Unleas this protest
I8 lodged, and lodged promptly, Tokio will
not look so favorably on Amerlcans and
American interests,

What a contrast in Baron Komura's modest,
respectful attitude, words and quiet depar-
ture, not knowing what may happen to him
on arrival home for the personal sacrifices
which aloRo made it possible for Mr. Witte
to return home in self-assumed triumph.

History will provide the usual compensa-

lona, WALTER J, BALLARD.

SCHENECTADY, Sept. 2.

“ The Open Door In China.”

To Tag Epitor or TR Sunx--Sir: Your
Washington correspondent, noting the satis-
faction of the Government with the Anglo-
Japanese treaty, because of “the fact that it
absolutely assures the maintenance of the
policy of the opendoor in China established
by the late Secretary Hay,” goes on to may!
“The policy is distinctly the production of
the United States Government.”

Now, Lord Salisbury coined the phrase
and initiated the policy of the open door in
China soma years befora Mr, Hay joined the
McKinley Cabinet.

It is true, however, that Mr. Hay becamae
a zealous upholder and exponent of the doc-
trine, which he doubtless imbihed in England
during his stay there as Ambassador, for it
had then become a subject of daily comment
in the press and at public meetings and meet-
ings of various chambers of ocomnierce
throughout Great Britain.

It may even be true that in hir efforts to
secure International recognition of this im-
portant policy “the younger disciple di-l out-
run_ Peter,” but the credit for the paternity
of the doctrine ir due to the late Prime Min-
ister of Gireat Britain alone.

NEw YOoRK, Sept. 28, J. D. PETERSON,

The Evening HIgh Schools.

Fo THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir; We read of
the large numbers of Young men attending our
evening high schools, There Is one school In Man -
hattan at which last year the number enrolled at the
beginning of the season was about two thousand
young men, and the average attendance at the end
of the term was not more than four hundred voung
men. It seems to me somebody 15 at fault for this
large reduction in thenumberof Young men attend -
Ing at the end of the season. .

This partlcular evenlng bigh school 1 refer 1o 1
have attended for the last four ycars. At this
achool the quality and efMclency of the teachers
have been steadlly decreasing.  \Why 15 it that the
Doard of Education cannot give our evenlug high
schools the best of teachers® This, | think, 1s the
reason why the average attendance at our night
schools about Oct. 1 istwo thousand young men,and
by March 30 (about the time of closing) the average
attendance s only four hundred young men.

Sept. 27. A CONBTANT READER,

Unlighted Street Signs.

To THE EpITOR orF THR SUN Sir: The public
1 am sure, would be grateful for any Information
pertalning to the non-lllumination of the street
sign boxes. 1, as well as others, fall to sec why
the appropriation was made some time ago for
the erectlon of street slgn boxes it {t |s not thein-
tentlon of the department In charge to see that
they are lighted when necessary. They are cer-
talnly of no avall at night—a time when they should
by all means prove thelr usefulness.

There was absolutely no need of wasting the
money in erecting these signs if at a tIme when
they are most needed they are absolutely uscless,

NEw YoRk, Scpt. 27. SARAH FRANK,

An Expression of Hearty Agreement.

To THE EpiTorR or THE SUN--Sir: The polnts
{A vour editorlal artlcle on Japanese mobs and
our own are made with such delleate nicety as to
give Joy to the soul of the liheral readers of T
SUN, of whom [ suspeet there are a multitude,

As a people, we and other so-called Christian
natlons are suffering to have our self suffclency
taken down. We have backslidden a milllon
miles from our Teacher's precepts, even the hest
of us. 1f so-called “heatzen™ peoples have done
the same thing, what business have we to throw
stones which will only rebound upon our own
glass house? 1.H. M,

NEW YORK, Sept. 20,

The Case of Justice Wright,
From the Schenectady Gazette,
Whatever that affects the honor and
tegrity of any member of the
State 1s of the greatest concern to évery citizen
in every corner of the commonwealth, and the
fact that Justice \Wright has shown that he, |lke
Hooker, 18 unfit for the beneh that he has de-
graded his ofMce Ly “graftng™ -should exclte the
condemnation of every cltizen whose eause may,
in the transferring of the Justices which often
ocenurs, be heard by him.
Underlying the defense that 1s always made In
such a case 1s the old question that Tweed Nung 1y
the face of the publle, “What are You golng to do

the In-

about 117" What ARE the voters of the Fifth
Judiclal distriet golng to do about (1?
LSl S
Cuba.
To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN Sir: Some peo-

ple will ralse the cry now that Cuba Is not ft for
scit-government.  Rubbish!

Lord Macaulay once sald that If you want to
learn to swim you must go Into the water, \Weoll,
we see Cuba flonndering and spluttering In the
water. She 18 learning to swim, We should by
no means attempt to take her out, though words
of advice and encouragement will be in order.

NeEw YORK, Sept, 28, M.

Delayed Haircut,

Damocles saw the swaord suspended by a hair,

“I would have given a mlilllon dollars for (hat
once,” he observed; “You seec my mother made me
wear long curis.”

‘Tnen indeed the King perceived I had no terrors
for him. -

Judiclary of this !

OUR INTERNAL COMMERCE.

Its Great Volume and Very Satlsfaotory
Movement.

The satisfactory movement of our {nternal
commorce waa continued during August
(Bureau of Statistics figures),

Chiocao, Kansas City, 8t. Louis, 8t, Joseph
and Omaha received 2,800,708 head of live
stock, an Increase of more than 650,000 head
over Aukust, 1004, and also August, 1003. For
the elght months ended August the receipts
were 22,570,177 head, an increase of 2,204,880,
Chicago hends the list of receipts with -
737,317 head, but Kansus City is a good second
with 9,902,758 head,

Chicago, the greatest packing house center
In the United States, received during August
packing house products to the extent of 73,-
752,288 poundg, an increase of 21,747,208 pounds
over August, 1904, and 30,619,634 pounds over
1903. Shipments for the month footed up
261,272,351 pounds, or 71,705,618 pounds more
than in August, 1004, For the eight months
Chicago's receipts of these products totaled
508,043,637 pounds, an Inorease of nearly 200,-
000,000 pounds over 1004, and 381,000,000 pounds
over 1003. Shipments amounted to 1,653,
000,000 pounds, a 51,000,000 pound (ncrease.

Spring wheat receipts at Minneapolis, Du-
luth, Chicago and Milwvaukee during Aﬁ—luﬂ
were 10,350,508 bushels, an Iincrease of 448,408
bushels over August, 1904. The lead was
with Chicago, 5,313,400 bushels. Minneapolis
seconded with 4,772,110 bushels.

Winter wheat receipts at Toledo, 8t. Louls,
Detroit and Kansas City aggregated 34,304,600
bushels from July 1 to Aug. 81 (two monthas),
giving 4,052,085 bushels over the same two
months of 1004, and 7,080,473 over 1003. Kan-
sas City led with 13,080,000 bushels, and St.

Jouis followed suit with 7,716,000 bushels.

Grain moving eastward by trunk lines
from Chicago during August showed up well,
and its result more than anything else showa
real galn, becuuse for most of it we get forelgn
money. The quantity so sent east was 7,-
776,000 bushels, an increase of 2,257,000 bush-
els over August, 1004, and of 4,107,000 bushels
over August, 1003, For the eight months
such shipments were 60,100,000 bushels, an
increase of 5,817,000 hushels. Flour sent
eastward in August was 864,788 barrels,
slightly more than in August, 1004 or 1903.

Provision movemants eaat for August
reached 139,033 tons, and for the eight months
014,835 tonsg, both showing gains over the
corresponding periods of 1004 and 1903.

Gireat 'Lakes trafflo always prominently
gages our internal commerce movement.
Receipts for August were 0,501,759 tons, an
Increase of 516,190 tons over August, 1904, and
of 1,003,625 tons over August, 1903. Ship-
ments during the month consisted of 187,244
net tons of flour, 17,217,120 bushels of grain
and flaxseed, 2,165,013 net tons of coal, 4,884,-
213 net tons of ore and minerals, 249,702 feet
of logs and lumber, and 705,001 net tons of
unclassifled freight.

For the eight months the Great Lakes ship-
ments totaled 40,640,012 tons, an increase over
1004 eight months of 15,703,024 tons. This is
an enormols increase, partly owing to the
earller opening of navigation, but mainly
owing to freedom from |abor strikes. Just
think how much the galn was in wages to all
labor engaged in Great Lakes trafflo] It's
the old story—more strikes and less wages;
less strikes and more wages.

Sault Ste. Marie Canal's tonnage also graph-
ically portrays this “absence of labor troubleg”
improved result. For the eight months of
this year the total tonnage passing through
the canal was 26,184,700 net tons, as against
14,843,007 tons last year's eight months, when
labor troubles were rife. The wages paid out
this year on the extra 11,321,702 tons runs up
into millions of dollars, of which the Lake
workers and the community at large are
reaping the beneflt. One thing (s certain,
and that is that strikes never pay, o matter
which side wing or loses. Business once lost
by reason of strikes is never regained.

Uncle Sam's internal commerce is all right
vedr in and year out, just as long as it is left
alone by strike agitators, rate controlling
legislation, and the many “rainbow chasing”
nostrums which always follow in prosperity’s
train.

Photography in the Public Scheols.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The idea of
teachlug ehildren photography in the public schoals
advanced by Mr. Pirie MacDonald {s capital. The
present system of teaching—in all branches, not
only drawlng ~lacks spontanelty.

To take pleasure In drawing Is a gift granted to
comnaratively few, and those children who long

| tnstinetively for eultivatjon of taste would get ft

more easlly by “playing at photography" than by
using copy books or studylng after casts, The
process In this is stercotyped, and the one with a
camera would be vital, as it teaches children to
look for subjects themselves Independent of any
tradition.

I hope that Mr., MacDonald's idea will be taken
up by the Board of Educatlon. C P E

NEW YORK, Sept. 24,

To THE ED!'ToR OF THY SUN—Sir; 1 have been
a drawlng teacher myself at one time, and 1 can't
forthe life of me see anything in the ldea of photo-
graphle artlustructton. Technlque can be taught;
no child is so awkward that it could not acquire
some  manual  dexterity. But art appreclation
caniot be taught by the camera—as little as by the
pencll, True enougl, [t 1s a matter of taste, but
good taste Is an Inborn gift.

Equally faliaclous Is the argument that some
chlidren have no talent for drawing, and that for
that reason Jdrawing shouid be replaced by seme-
thing else. One could just as well exclude singing,
assurely manychildren have no musical ear at all,

BELFORD PARK, Sept. 27. JOHN F. PORGER,

A Difficalt Problem,

To THE EDITORO¥ THE SUN -Sir: The humorous
treatment of “Dooley’s Pink Tea" in the Tenderloln
statlon house by almost every newspaper has
minimized the gravity of the affalr. The stratifi-
catlon of New York with disorderly classes is be-
coming the most serfous problem that decent house-
holders and flat dwellers have to consider,

For twenty vears this plan has been In vogue,
untll the condition Is comparable to what a similar
line of activity hy the Strect Cleaning Department
might have caused {f each district captaln Instead of
removing refuse had merely not allowed it to accu-
mulate, but had sent 1t to cleaner sections so that
L would he less noticeahle,

The mingling of such people with respectable
familles and the dulling of the sense of self-respect
on the part of the owners and agents of houses have
brought about a conditlon which every tenant
with a fam!ily must regard with the greatest ap-
prehension.

Instead of isolating such conditions in a section
where vice could be regulated and controlled. the
Innocent and poor are made to sufler and become
contaminated. TAGTHAQH,

NEW YORK, Sept. L7,

Testimonials From Immortals.

The great SUN - Websler
The rising SUN.—Plutarch,
We call TTHE SUN. Tennyson.

Milton:
Coleridge.

The pleasant SUN

The glortous SvN

The burnisued SUN. - Shakespeara.

The worshiped SUN. Shakespeare.

Tue SUN shines everywhere, -Shakespeare,

All except thelr SUN |s set.--Byron,

And hold thelr farthing candles to THE SUN. ~La
Rochefoucauld,

Oh, what were man
SUN? Campbeli

\ pleasant thiug it {s for the eyes to behold Tax
SUN. - Eccleslastes,

THE SUN wil pleree the thickest cloud earth ever
stretehed, - Browning.

PHILAUVELPHIA, Sept, 20,

the world without Tam

w.J. P

Two Birds,
Vietim - Wow! Help!
Chauftenr - Hey, while you're under thera I wish
you'd justlook and see i the Jigamarig Is broken,
The Scrubwoman's Lament,
1 can hear the rabble shouting
In the street beyond the door
And 1 long to lose my sorrows
Where 111 ind them nevermore,
For my heart is full of sadness
And my work is Ml of wo
Whlle 1'm mu»vpl@p the eggshells
Alter Casey's “rotten™ show,

After the show was over,

\fter the curtain went down,
They sought for the star
With a bucket of tar,

And Casey sneaked out of the town,

I"ar away upon the prairies,
Where the herds of cattle roam,
1 can wee the gloomy Hamlet
Cnasling shadows for a home.,
e Is eatlng hay for supper
And my hands are working slow
While I'm sweeplng up the eggshells
w After Casey's “rotten” show,

WILLIAM J. LAMPION,

Sepm_y

ks R e N ot

TURKEY AND MACEDONIA.

An Eastern Eurepean's View of Finanolal
Control by the Powers.

' To Tas EpiTon oF Tuy BUN—Sir: Again
a collsotive note from tho six Powers has
been handed to the Porte declaring that they
are declded to assume international control
of the finances of Macedanla,

Judging by the Bulgarian press, which s
far from being optimistio upon this [ssue,
and by the last refusal of the Sultan to grant
the demands of the great Powers, there
seems to be little hope for the realization of
the desired reforms. This sturdy resistance
of Turkey can have only one explanation,
namely, that Turkey's unylelding mood I8
supported and upheld by external influences.

It is well known that Austria, since the
very beginning of the negotlations, has
strongly objected to the formation of an
international financial control In'Macedonla,
because by it establishment the work of
reforms would take a more European char-
aoter. But when Lord Lansdowne Insisted
that this internatlonal control should ulti-
mately take place Austria was obliged to go
hand in hand with the other Powers, while
at the same time she s endeavoring to main-
taln and enhance the opposition of the Porte
to any control of her finances of Macedonia,

The same unfriendly spirit against the
collective proposals prevails o Germany,
but from motives quite different. The Em-
peror entertalns no political designs, as
Austria, but {s alming to subjugate 'T'urkey
economloally by means of various enter-
prises and concessions, to which the Bultan is
um to guargntee a certaln minimal per-
oem.\ga upon the invested German capital
by pledging some of Turkey's revenues. If
the International oontrol should become a
fact the Ottoman Government would have

o right, not even a possibility, to pledge
the revenues proceeding from Macedonin,

nd would be therefore leas liable and less

to guarantee German enterprises.
ermany, whose foreign policy is based
upon economical principles, can have no
ympathy with th u(‘rbllshment of this
fnteruniona.l ntrol, and she |8 doing all in
her power to defeat such a projeot. ‘Thesa
outw hinta and suggestions have nho
oubt great influence upon the Sultan. But
the chief cause of his stubborn oppositlon is
the fear of a ocollective participation of the
great Powers and of the introduction of an
organized foreign control in Macedonia.
t is of course true that by the appolint-
ent of the European officers for the Mace-
Eonlnu gendarmerie an international control
been in ;lmrlnolple accepted, but this
is_only formal and without any
precision. The sanction of & foreign control
would create an organization capable of
developing a regular and decisive activity.
hile the Eurapean gendarmerie appears to
be an organ without any funotions, the inter-
national financial comnmission would repre-
sent a distinct system of control which could
serve as a foundation for the future autonomy.
For Turkey, however, it would be the end
of her reign in Macedonia. K.
BosTON, Sept. 28,

has
measure

_ A Statement by the Marcon! Company.

To THF Ep1TOR oF THE SBuN~-Sir: I was
much (nterested in the achievement of the
United States crulser Columbla ip searching
for, inding and destroying the derelict Ed-
ward L. Warren, as described In yesterday's
S8uN. In one paragraph of the article, how-
ever, Injustice Is done to this company, and
I feel quite certain that you will aseist in
righting this wrong, as yvou do all others
where possible. The paragraph in question
reads thus:

Commander Bowyer declded to make a ha&!-
hazard sort of search. Before doing so he made
an effort to communicate by wireless with several
liners In order to find out If they had seen anything
of the derelict. The navy uses the Slaby Arco
system of wireless and the liners use another sort.
The Commander got no response from any of the
ships. although they recelved his messages. The
Imprasslon aboard the crulser was that the wire-
less operators on the merchantmen might have
stralned a polnt to help Uncle Sam locate a menace
1o transatiantic navigation,

Tha wiralass apparatus referred to as heing
in use on the liners {s undoubtedly apparatus
of the Marconi type, for the reason that no
other apparatus, so far as I know, is in use
upon any oceangoing passenger steamer
regularly crossing the ocean,

Although the Department of the Navy in
using Slaby-Arco apparatus is, in our view,
infringing letters patent granted to Marconi
by the Department of the Interior, that fact
has had no influence in determining the policy
of the Marconl.company in cases of danger
or distress, or other special circumstances
seoming to demand a relaxation of rigid

as,

In a letter addressed hy this company to
the Bureau of Equipment under date of June 3
last, that Department of our Government
was supplied by us with the letters C. Q. D.,
forming a call to which any one af our sta-
tions will respond in the event of danger or
distress, and I may further say, in the event
of anw special ciroumnstance seeming to ro-
quire communication. \We stated that we
had no objection to the. Department giving
wide publicity to this call, and further stafec
that we would not refuse, but without preju-
dice, to accept a message under this call from
a company even employing infringing ap-
paratus, if the nature of the call was as in-
dicated.

The only liners employing Marconi appa-
ratus (or any other apparatus) which conld
have been within range of communication
with the Columbia on the davs during which
its search continued were the Teutonle, Vie-
torian, Celtic, St. Paul, La Gascogne, Umbria,
Ultonia, Ivernia, Ryndam, Minneapolis, Fin-
land, Deutschland, Campania, Zeeland and
Philadelphia. These vessels are all ec uipped
with Marconi apparatus, and if Capt. Bowyer
will indicate which one of these, or what
other vessel, was communicated  with and
refused a response, the operator wil] receive
such discipline as is provided for in cases of
disobedience of orders by employees in this
and all other well regulated companies.

MarcoONI WIRELESS TELEGRAPH COMPANY

OF AMERICA.
By 1. Bottomleif, Secretary.

NEw YORK, Sept, 27.

B
From a Pennsylvania Philosopher.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN- Sir: FErudltlon |s
to be measured Inversely according to the remaote -
ness and compression of the ascertalned molecular
knowledge. THE SUN, for instance, thotugh never
below the best standardsof enlightened and efMelent
Journallsm, still never assumes to overlay Its col-
umns with titular degrees of sclence and learning:
Sc. D., LL. D, L. H. D,, 8. T. D., &c, Yet exactly
the same items you find recorded In THE SUN to day
would notonly doubledoctor Dr. Peters ar Dr., Hil-
precht If hitherto undoctored by thelr similar fnds
through Nippur tablets, but by the same strolke
institute new bones of contentlon between doctors
and others. In a parallel fashlon such digests of
current aflalrs a8 you dally peruse In every coni-
petent newspaper's editorlal columns would entitle
the writers to pompous designation.

St incaleulably higher In the same Inverse pro-
portion shall astronomers' trophles rise; for |f sclen-
tne astronomy could survey Sirlus and Vega with
even a schoo'boy's garbled sort of confidence in
common geography, there were need of some fourth
dimenslon, practically operatlve, 10 contaln that
advancement within doctoral terms.

Likewlse in language:  What the verlest clever
babbler can prate us In French, Castillan, the tan-
glble tongues famlllar, becomes an overwhelming
lingulstic achlevement when hypothetically deduced
several cycles backward.

So, notwithstandiug the arch radical simplicity
of all human and earthly knowledge essentlally
consldercd, It waxeth a very great Californls big
tree at long range perspectives., W, p

POTTRTOWN, Pa., Scpt. 20 '

S e ———
Sure Prevention of Rallway Accidents,
From the Railroad Gagette.

The principal recommendation of the New Vork
State Rallroad Commlssloners In their report on
the Fifty -third street derailment on the Manhatian
clevated Is that all trains shall stop before passing
the switch leading to the curve; both those that
are to run through the curve and those that are 1o
continue on the stralght line,

1f the rule to regularly stop Is the true preventive
of this kind of disaster, why should not the same
remedy be applled at Mentor, or at every Sharp
curve approaching a high bridge? In short, the
New York Rallroad Commissloners have ralsed a
question, which they have not answered, as to the
adequacy of the discipline of locomotive runners
In general, And of Manhattan rallway motormen
In particular.

In this case we aro Inclined to say the remedy
I8 bad. Good discipline everywhere and good
signals are better preventives of accldents than
local rules imposcd by Investigators I a hysterical
atmosphere.

——

Sign of a Warm Fall.
From the Milwaukee Sentinel,

“We are reasonably surc of a warm fall, which
should last for at least slx weeks,” sald Howard
Osborne of Waukegan. “At least | am told that
owing to condltlons which existed at the time the
sun crossed the line last Thursday the weather all
over the northern hemisphere will be mild and
agrecable well inta October. This Is prophesied
for the reason that at the exact hour that the sup
crossed the equator the prevalling directlon of the
wind was southwest. Old weather observers tel)
me that It is a never falling sign of miid weather
when the wind at that time Js In any southern quar-
ter, A nertherly wind, they say, is usually accom-
panled by oold and ralny weatber, which almost

lavariably lasts untl the real winter acia fn.”

A \
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THE ANCIENT DIVING BELL.

vrn——
Desoription of One in Use 4,000 Years
Ago.

To TaE Epitor or Tue SuN--Sir: In TEHE
SUN of September 24 [t s said that an experl-
ment with a diving bell was made in the pres-
ence of Charles V,, but that Edmund Halley,
about 200 years ago, (s usually regarded as
Its inventor. In 1683 a small volume was
published of a miniature in follo abape, In
Parls, with “privilege of the King" Leuls
XIV, It contained a remarkable prefaceby
Plerre Vattier, professor of Arabio in the
University of Paris, in which he earnestly
entreated the Great Monarch to take over
Egypt, describing the depregsed state of &
cotintry whioh, alternately with the Kuphrate
valley, had controlled the Mediterranean &n
neareastern world, Hisappeal was un ed,
inspite of the traditions which Latin pllgrims
and St, Louis had made familiar. 1 80

urtadi

I ‘l'm- volume contained “,‘,Lﬁ"""’"’

rabie manuscript, comp.

ibn Gaphiplie, in Middle Arabla, In eh&m«a |'l
e o

century. No far as Al aware,

coby in the United Btates (8 In my pos. .
1t desoribes Lgypt in wondrous fashion.
giving Arabic stories of the o sort as

those familiar to the rcaders of oradgt\ll-
In one chapter he describes the foundation
of Canopus, the seaport lying to the east ol
Alexandria, which was at the mouth of L)
navigable branch of the Nile which in ?V
plan for the development of the ocountry
would make Cairo once more aocessible to
seagolng ships. [
According to tradition, says Murtadi, ﬂe
experionced great diMoulty in bul ;

king

ing the breakwater and jetties. The blogk
which were laid by day dlsappTlr every
night. At last a sea nymph told him how
to overcome the obstacle, “Take,” eald
gha, “a vessel ol glaxs large enough to oon-

tain several draughtsmen, with a supply of
['iro\'lmuns. and the material for thelr work.
,ower it to the bottom of the sea, ‘s’d et
them sketch the marine monsters W G
stroy the work. And be sure to put a cord,
with a bell attached to the ropes by which
the vessel of glass is lowered, so that t| E?
can ring when they want to ascend. L]
sketches were to be used In n:rklim other
monsters of stone to be placed along the
shore and drive away in terror the living
monsters of the deep.

As this story was written In Arablas, it is
certain that it was not invented br urtad|;
and it must always remain surprising that,
with the countless papyri which we Don’ﬂ:.
80 very few have any scientifie valve. Tha
map of a gold mine, B.(, 1300, is unlque In oar-
towraphy for more than 2,000 years; yet Ezekiel
knew enough to draw a sketch map of Jeru-
salem! with, doubtless, conventional ﬁllnl
used by the draughtsmen of his day. ow-
ever, it is certaln that if there is to a re-
vival of commercial activity In Asla Minor,
the European engineers will And it diMoylt
to improve on the results of those who bullt
the moles of Tyre und Cwsarea,

NEW Yonk, Sept, 25, Copg WHITEHOUAS,

THE SKYSCRAPER.

The Questlion of Equity in Its Bullding
Consldered,

To tHE Epuion or THe Sun-—8ir: I
geems to be something more than a popular
concaption that a man can have his building
as high as he chooses; but will such an assump-
tion bear examination?

Now, of course there must be a limit of
safety, but is there not as truly a lmit in
equity, if not in law? Il'or obviously the
whole of lower New York couldn't be bullt
to a helght of thirty storjes, for instance,
because, even if thore weres any use for suo!
vast areas of office buil lings, after a rea-
sonable height was reached the loss at the
bottom by reason of obstructed light, &e.,
would be greater than the gain at the top.
But perhaps there conld be determined a
height to which all of the more valuable
realty eould be built up at a profit and with a
just reference to the rights of all.

Once this height should he determined, &t
seems obvious that null\"lhml owners or
corporations should be held strietly to ocon-
form to it, The point f wish to make clear
is that no single individual owner has a right
to build higher than all might bujld —whether
that should he legally determined to be ten,
fifteen or twenty storfes,

I can think of a reason why a halt has pot
been called lone betore now, whieh {8 that
the skyscraper site seems to set the pace for
all adjoining values.  But the fallacy of such
a view lies in the fact that it would not he
profitable nor possible, practically—to build
any considerable part of lower Broadway
for instance, coutinuously to a helght of
twenty stories.

The conclusion of the matter, then, seams
to be that the abnormal skyacraper, fre-
quently towering ten satories above all the
realty for blocks aronnd it, is simply ap-
propriating rental velues which in equity,
at least, should Le distributed over far larger
areas. BuiLpkn.

BROOKLYN, Sapt, 27,

Prize for a New National Alr.

To THE IIDITOR OP THE SUN-Sir: In view of
the oft reiterated plaint that we, as a nation, possess
no distinctlve and singable American alr or pa-
tional hymn, is there not an excellent opportunity
for some of our patriotic phllanthropists who are
vearning to turn loose some of thelr surplus cash
in a worthy cause to confer a blessing on our coun -
try and Incldentally to cover themselves with
glory? It would seem so to one who haa not the
necessary pelf for siuch an undertaking.

1t I8 scarcely necessary to discuss the reasons
why we have no national hymn--or that we have
80 many  but it is pertinent to submit that we
ought 1o haveone particular alr of strietly American
spirit and construction which all the people might
sing, at least In some kind of fashlon.

I am not forgetful of the fact that efforts have
been made from thme to time to fill the vold, but
am persunadedl that the game has not been made
big enough for the candle. Muslelans, compogers
and au.lhors are as human as other mortals, and
filthy luere has none the less attractions for them.
Insplration Is very often a result of a good digestion
and a comfortably filed stomach., The natiom
has passed through many a herole crisis which
ought to have furnished the happy inspiration,
hut did not, and It 18 just as reasonable to expect
that it will appear In the “piping times of peace”
as In those of strenuous war

Hoping an effort in this direction might lead
to results, thierefore | would beg 10 suggest pome
sutch plan as the following: That a contribu-
ton be made of 10,000 or 820,000 by some of the
aforesald patriotic philanthropists with which
to conduct a contest open only to native and natur-
allzed Amerlcans, whose compositions should be
gubmitted 1o a commlisslon of musiclans of un-
questioned  ability and authority, appointed by
public authority to pass upon the work and award
one-half the ahove amount to the contestant ad-
Judged submitting the hest composition, the re.
mainder to be a fund for expense of commisalon,
publication, &c. Also that profits on the sale of
song above cost of publication be pald to the autboy
as royalty. To check a flood of worthless trash
belng dumped on the commission it would be ad-
visable to charge a small fer for each manusoript
submitted, and this [tem  which might grow to
some pretenslons- should go Into the general ex-
pense fund

Such a contest, with such Incentives, ought and
I belleve would enlist the bast talent In Ameriear
and If 1t does not furnish the desired result ¢ is
quite useless to worry about a national hymn,

CAMDEN, Mo., Sept. 25. BERT CARMON,

The Growth of an Interior Town,

To tHE Epttonr oF THE SUN=Sir; The eleetrio
toneh of Industrial progress has stimulated the
venerable town of Schenectady In a manner which
must relegate to retirement the popular song “It's
elghteen miles from Schencetady to Troy

Scheneetady (Schoeh nack-taa-da, 1, ¢., beyond
the hills) was eatablished In 1684 on the alle of an
Indian village on the Mohawk, Oran gugh haroe
(“a great mulltitude collectod together”). Iy wag
the meeting place of the Mohawks, Holland Duteh-
men Orst scttied 1t. It becamo a efty In 1796,
Three years before that Unton College, which has
added much to the celebrity of Schenectady, was
established. From 170% to 1508 Schenectady wag
a small central New York town made notable by
song writers, parodists and bumorists on account
ot [ts name

In 1550 1t Lnd 8 population of only 19,000-pot
much for a New York clvy established & century
bhefare,  But eleetrle appliances came (o be mapu -
factured In Schenectady and locomotive englpes
made there, It became “the eleotrio eity,” with g
force of 3,000 workers In cleotrical appliances.
The population grew Iy ten years from 19,000 1o
#1,000, The growth begun in 1560 did not oulm-
nate In 1900 with 31,000, The presont populapiom
of Schenectady, five years later, ls 88,080 and a%
the recent rate of Inerease Seheneetacy In 1810
will be a ity of 100,000, une of the obl* S clties of
the Bmplre state.

The gnormous Influence of electricity upon the
development of the Industrial Interests of the United
States Isshown In thls growth, H,

NEW YORK, Sept, 20,

‘The Negro Doomed to Extinctlen. Y
Fram the Nattonal Magazine.

Through the working togethier of the influenceg
affecting the negroes, the birth rate will decyease
and the death rate Increase, so that there will come
a time, and that not very far distant, when the lat«
ter will exceed the former and the race will rapldly
decrease, the race problem oease to be a problem,
and then will come extinetlon, This will g8 cere
tatnly occur as It has occurred to the North Amer{-
can Indian and the native af the Sandwich Islands,
the negro not belng able to stand civiligas
betier than the Indlan or the islander, " ey
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